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Rebecca Schlager Nelson Thorner Born 1889-1891 in Lokacze, Poland; d: 1/30/1945 in Portland, Maine 
+Abraham Thorner b: 3/1/1887 Warsaw, Poland; d: 3/1/1941 Biddeford, M;E m: 5/5/1912  Brooklyn 
 
Parents 
Avram Michel Schlager Nelson b: 1847; died by 1921(in Europe per Molly Schwartz) 
Taube/Toby/Tobie Yecht Schlager Nelson Sacknoff b: 1863-68; died 11/4/1932 in Maine 
 
Children 

Isadore (Irving) Thorner b: Hooper Street in Brooklyn, March 12, 1913; d: 2/1/1962, Biddeford, ME 
Annie Thorner b: at 812 Sutter Ave, Brooklyn NY on January 30, 1916; d: 24 May 2012 in Houston, TX 
Melvin Thorner b: 59 Prospect St., Biddeford, Maine, February 18, 1921; d: 3/6/1999, Manchester, NH 

 
April 21, 1910 Census 284 Walloburt Street, Brooklyn 

Marx (Max?) Borsuk 25 
Lillie Borsuk 23 
Rebecca Borsuk 6 
Dora Borsuk 0 [11/12]  
Rebecca Nelsen 21 Age: 21;   Birth 1889 Russia;         Immigration Year: 1906 

 
May 5, 1912 Married in Brooklyn, NY address: 283-5 Wallabout Street, Brooklyn, NY  age 22 
 
1915 Naturalization per 1920 Census--NY 
 
January 5 & 6, 1920    Census 59 Prospect Street Biddeford, Maine 

A Thorner 32  
Rebecca Thorner 30  Year of immigration: 1906 
Isidore Thorner 6  
Annie Thorner 3  [3 11/12] 

 
April 9, 1930  Census   74 Mason St., Biddeford, Maine 

Abraha Thoma 42  
Prebarah Thoma 40  
Loaballe Thoma 17  
Anna Thoma 14  
Melvin Thoma 9  

 
BTS: November 6, 2013 
 
I have been unable to find any record of Rebecca’s passage to the US under her own name, either in 
the documents of US, Canada or UK. Family lore has it that she came over with her cousin Rose Filler 
Chandler, passing as sisters. But what name did she use?  
 
The manifest for Rose Filler: Cymric, Departure: Liverpool, England, June 8, 1906; Arrival Boston: 
June 17, 1906 is consistent with Rebecca’s report of a 1906 arrival. The parties of interest on that 
manifest are Rebecca’s sister Esther Katz and son Isaac, as well as Rose’s sister Anna/Hannah. Esther 
and Anna, but not Rose, are marked as coming from Volnia. I have so far no  found subsequent 
appearances of Anna/Hannah and her husband Mordechai Lichtenberg either in the US or UK. Perhaps 
she remained in Poland and that Rebecca used her name. 



Barbara
Typewritten Text
Rebecca Nelson and Rose Chandler



1910 United States Federal Census April 21, 1910 
 
Name: Marx Borsuk   [Max Bersuk]  
Age in 1910: 25   Birth Year: abt 1885   Birthplace: Russia 
Home in 1910: 284 Walloburt Street, Brooklyn Ward 19, Kings, New York 
Race: White   Gender: Male   Immigration Year: 1903 
Relation to Head of House: Head   Marital Status: Married 
Spouse's Name: Lillie Borsuk 
Father's Birthplace: Russia   Mother's Birthplace: Russia 
 
Name: Lillie Borsuk 
Age in 1910: 23   Birth Year: abt 1887   Birthplace: Russia 
Race: White   Gender: Female   Immigration Year: 1905 
Relation to Head of House: Wife   Marital Status: Married 
Spouse's Name: Marx Borsuk 
Father's Birthplace: Russia   Mother's Birthplace: Russia 
 
Name: Rebecca Borsuk 
Age in 1910: 6   Birth Year: abt 1904   Birthplace: Russia 
Race: White   Gender: Female 
Immigration Year: 1906 
Relation to Head of House: Daughter   Marital Status: Single 
Father's Name: Marx Borsuk   Father's Birthplace: Russia 
Mother's Name: Lillie Borsuk   Mother's Birthplace: Russia 
 
Name: Dora Borsuk 
Age in 1910: 0 [11/12]    Birth Year: abt 1910   [abt 1909]    Birthplace: New York 
Race: White   Gender: Female 
Relation to Head of House: Daughter   Marital Status: Single 
Father's Name: Marx Borsuk   Father's Birthplace: Russia 
Mother's Name: Lillie Borsuk   Mother's Birthplace: Russia 
 
Name: Rebecca Nelsen [Rebecca Nelson]  
Age in 1910: 21   Birth Year: abt 1889   Birthplace: Russia 
Race: White   Gender: Female 
Immigration Year: 1906 
Relation to Head of House: Boarder   Marital Status: Single 
Father's Birthplace: Russia   Mother's Birthplace: Russia 
 
Household Members:  

Marx Borsuk 25 
Lillie Borsuk 23 
Rebecca Borsuk 6 
Dora Borsuk 0 [11/12]  
Rebecca Nelsen 21 

 
Source Citation: Year: 1910; Census Place: Brooklyn Ward 19, Kings, New York; Roll: T624_968; Page: 14B; Enumeration District: 0453; FHL 
microfilm: 1374981.   Source Information: Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2006.   Original data: Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm publication T624, 1,178 rolls). Records of the 
Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following 
NARA web page:   Description: This database is an index to the head of households enumerated in the 1910 United States Federal Census, the 
Thirteenth Census of the United States. In addition, each indexed name is linked to actual images of the 1910 Federal Census. The information 
recorded in the census includes: name, relationship to head of family, age at last birthday, sex, color or race, whether single, married, widowed, or 
divorced, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, and more.   © 2013, Ancestry.com 





Rebecca Nelson     at 284 Walloburt Street Brooklyn, NY  in Borsuk Household               1910 Census                                                   April 21, 1910







Barbara
Typewritten Text
Annie Thorner born at 812 Sutter Avenue on January 30, 1916
Isadore Thorner born on Hooper Street in Brooklyn on March 12, 1913



1920 United States Federal Census January 5 & 6, 1920 
Name: A Thornes  [A Thomas]   
Home in 1920: [59 Prospect Street] Biddeford Ward 4, York, Maine  
Age: 32  Estimated Birth Year: abt 1888  Birthplace: Russia  [Russia;Poland]   
Relation to Head of House: Self (Head) 
Spouse's Name: Rebecca Thornes  
Father's Birth Place: Russia  [Russia;Poland]   
Mother's Birth Place: Russia  [Russia;Poland]   
Marital Status: Married   Race: White   Sex: Male  
Home owned: Rent  
Year of immigration: 1903  
Able to read: Yes  Able to Write: Yes  

A Thornes 32  
Rebecca Thornes 30  
Isidore Thornes 6  
Annie Thornes 3  [3 11/12] 

 
Name: Rebecca Thornes  [Rebecca Thomas]   
Age: 30   Estimated Birth Year: abt 1890   Birthplace: Russia 
Relation to Head of House: Wife    Spouse's Name: A Thornes  
Father's Birth Place: Russia   [Russia;Poland]   
Mother's Birth Place: Russia   [Russia;Poland]   
Marital Status: Married   Race: White    Sex: Female  
Year of immigration: 1906  
Able to read: Yes    Able to Write: Yes  
 
Name: Isidore Thornes   [Isidore Thomas]   
Age: 6    Estimated Birth Year: abt 1914    Birthplace: New York  
Relation to Head of House: Son  
Father's name: A Thornes   Father's Birth Place: Russia 
Mother's name: Rebecca Thornes    Mother's Birth Place: Russia 
Marital Status: Single    Race: White    Sex: Male  
 
Name: Annie Thornes   [Annie Thomas]   
Age: 3   [3 11/12]   
Estimated Birth Year: abt 1917   [abt 1916]   Birthplace: New York  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  
Father's name: A Thornes    Father's Birth Place: Russia 
Mother's name: Rebecca Thornes    Mother's Birth Place: Russia 
Marital Status: Single   Race: White    Sex: Female  
 
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?h=102652081&db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try 
 
Source Citation: Year: 1920;Census Place: Biddeford Ward 4, York, Maine; Roll: T625_651; Page: 5B; Enumeration District: 96; 
Image: 171.   Source Information:   Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images reproduced by FamilySearch.   Original data: Fourteenth Census of the United 
States, 1920. (NARA microfilm publication T625, 2076 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National 
Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web page: NARA. Note: 
Enumeration Districts 819-839 are on roll 323 (Chicago City).   Description:   This database is an index to individuals enumerated 
in the 1920 United States Federal Census, the Fourteenth Census of the United States. It includes all states and territories, as well 
as Military and Naval Forces, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, and the Panama Canal Zone. The census 
provides many details about individuals and families including: name, gender, age, birthplace, year of immigration, mother tongue, 
and parents’ birthplaces. In addition, the names of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1920 
Federal Census.   © 2011, The Generations Network, Inc. 



1920 Census: 59 Prospect St., Biddeford, Maine: Abraham & Rebecca Thorner, Isidore & Annie January 5 & 6, 1920





Name: Melvin Thorner February 18, 1921
Gender: Male
Birth Date: 18 Feb 1921
Birth Place: Biddeford [57 Prospect Street]
Registration Place: Biddeford, York
Father: Abraham Thorner
Mother: Rebecca

Source Citation: Maine State Archives; Cultural Building,
84 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0084; 1908-
1922 Vital Records; Roll #:56. Source Information:
Ancestry.com. Maine Birth Records, 1621-1922 [database
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc.,
2010. Original data: Maine Birth Records, 1621-1922.
Augusta, Maine: Maine State Archives. Description:
Contained in this index are Maine birth records from 1621-
1922. They will include information like child’s name, birth
date, birth place, parents’ names, etc. © 2010, The
Generations Network, Inc.



Biddeford & Saco Maine City Directory 1929-1930
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1930 United States Federal Census April 9, 1930 
 
Name: Abraha Thoma  
Home in 1930: [74 Mason Street] Biddeford, York, Maine 
Age: 42   Estimated Birth Year: abt 1888  
Birthplace: Poland  
Relation to Head of House: Head  
Father's name: Loaballe Thoma  
Spouse's Name: Prebarah Thoma  
Race: White  

Abraha Thoma 42  
Prebarah Thoma 40  
Loaballe Thoma 17  
Anna Thoma 14  
Melvin Thoma 9  

 
Name: Prebarah Thoma  
Age: 40    Estimated Birth Year: abt 1890  
Relation to Head of House: Wife  
Spouse's Name: Abraha Thoma  
Race: White  
  
Name: Loaballe Thoma  
Age: 17    Estimated Birth Year: abt 1913  
Relation to Head of House: Father  
Race: White  
 
Name: Anna Thoma  
Age: 14    Estimated Birth Year: abt 1916  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  
Father's name: Abraha Thoma  
Mother's name: Prebarah Thoma  
Race: White  
 
Name: Melvin Thoma  
Age: 9    Estimated Birth Year: abt 1921  
Relation to Head of House: Son  
Father's name: Abraha Thoma  
Mother's name: Prebarah Thoma  
Race: White  
 
Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Biddeford, York, Maine; Roll: 841; Page: 14A; Enumeration 
District: 16; Image: 626.0.   Source Information:  Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census 
[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002.   Original data: United States of 
America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National 
Archives and Records Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls.   Description: Containing records for 
approximately 123 million Americans, the 1930 United States Federal Census is the largest census released 
to date and is the most recent census available for public access. The census gives us a glimpse into the lives 
of Americans in 1930, and contains information about a household’s family members and occupants 
including: birthplaces, occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service. The names of those listed 
in the census are linked to actual images of the 1930 Census.   © 2011, The Generations Network, Inc. 



1930 Census: 74 Mason St., Biddeford, Maine: Abraham & Rebecca Thorner, Isidore, Anna, & Melvin April 9, 1930





Biddeford & Saco Maine City Directory 1932



Biddeford & Saco Maine Directory 1932



Biddeford, Saco & Old Orchard Beach Maine City Directory 1937



Rebecca Thorner (born Nelson)(Bracha b"r Avraham Mych'l Tarner)                           January 24, 1945

Birth: date: 1891   Parents:  mother: Toby Nelson     father: Abraham Nelson
source(s): JordonSmithSt / Ketover JordanSmithS t / Ketover
Spouse: Abraham (now 6810) Thorner
source: JordanSmithSt / Ketover
Regions: Biddeford-Saco, Greater Portland
Death:  place: Portland, ME   date: January 24, 1945   hebrew date: 10 Shevat 5705
age at death: 54 yrs 3mos. 26dys
death information source(s) : JordanSmithS t / Ketover / headstone
memorial plaque: Etz Chaim Biddeford : R-3,4  cemetery: Smith S t
hebrew epitaph (translated): Our esteemed and beloved mother / Like unto her days she went.
english epitaph: REBECCA THORNER - Died Jan. 24, 1945 Age 54
cemetery information source(s) : JordanSmithS t / headstone
Additional notes: Burial might be in Mt. Carmel - MtCarmelMap & JordonMtCarmel
Community Service: charter member Hadassah (Biddeford chapter)

Source: Jennie Aranovitch
charter member Celia Cohen (6 April 1948)
charter member Esther Green (12/5/1982)
charter member Emma Polakewich ()
charter member Fannie Ida Ross (5/30/1948)
charter member Rebecca  Sandler (02/16/1963)
charter member Leah Solmer ()
charter member Rebecca Thorner (1/24/1945)
Charter member Rebecca Dorfman ()
charter member Goldie Hurwitz ()

Family: [half] sister of Bessie Miriam Cook  [Daughter of Isadore & Anna] Nelson

Documenting Maine Jewry




